
Since its launch on July 23, 1999, the Chandra X-ray Observatory has  
been NASA’s flagship mission for X-ray astronomy, taking its place in  

the fleet of “Great Observatories.”

NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory is a telescope specially designed to detect X-ray emission from very hot regions of the 
Universe such as exploded stars, clusters of galaxies, and matter around black holes. Because X-rays are absorbed by Earth’s 

atmosphere, Chandra must orbit above it, up to an altitude of 139,000 km (86,500 mi) in space.

NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama, manages the 
Chandra program for NASA’s Science Mission Directorate in Washington. 
The Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
controls Chandra’s science and flight operations.

http://chandra.si.edu
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